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The main theme for our series is 
James 1:4b ESV

That you may be perfect (mature) and
complete, lacking in nothing.



True Wisdom Comes From God



 

James 3:13-18 NLT
13 If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove it by living
an honorable life, doing good works with the humility that
comes from wisdom. 14 But if you are bitterly jealous and there
is selfsh ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth with
boasting and lying. 15 For jealousy and selfshness are not God’s
kind of wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and
demonic. 16 For wherever there is jealousy and selfsh ambition,
there you will fnd disorder and evil of every kind.



 17 But the wisdom from above is frst of all pure. It is also peace
loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full
of mercy and the fruit of good deeds. It shows no favoritism and
is always sincere. 18 And those who are peacemakers will plant
seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness.
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James 3:13 NLT
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an honorable life, doing good works with the humility that
comes from wisdom.



I.  Using and showing true wisdom.

Knowledge is knowing the truth.  Wisdom is knowing what
to do with it.



II.  The characteristics  of earthly wisdom.  
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James 3:14-16 NLT
14 But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfsh ambition
in your heart, don’t cover up the truth with boasting and
lying. 15 For jealousy and selfshness are not God’s kind of
wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and
demonic. 16 For wherever there is jealousy and selfsh
ambition, there you will fnd disorder and evil of every kind.



Philippians 2:3-4 NIV
3 Do nothing out of selfsh ambition or vain conceit. Rather,
in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the
others.

II.  The characteristics  of earthly wisdom.
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Earthly Wisdom is...

Earthly - An understanding that only has this life in view.  

Unspiritual - Based on human feeling and reason without
God's help or input.

Demonic - Inspired by demons that leads to destruction.



III. The characteristics  of heavenly wisdom.



    III. The characteristics  of heavenly wisdom.

James 3:17 NLT
17 But the wisdom from above is frst of all pure. It is also
peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to
others. It is full of mercy and the fruit of good deeds. It
shows no favoritism and is always sincere. 18 And those who
are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a
harvest of righteousness.
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 Pure - The absence of any sinful attitude or motive.  

Peace loving - Gentle and kind even when we have reason
not to be. 

Gentle - Knowing how and when to forgive when strict
justice gives him a perfect right to condemn.

Yielding - Not rigid but is willing to listen and skilled in
knowing when wisely to yield.

Heavenly Wisdom is...



 

Full of Mercy - It does not judge others strictly on the basis of
the law, but will extend a generous hand of mercy.  
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Full of Mercy - It does not judge others strictly on the basis of
the law, but will extend a generous hand of mercy.  

Full of Good deeds - It can be seen by the fruit it produces.  

Shows no favoritism – It treats everyone the same without
bias.   

Sincere - Without hypocrisy and done with alternative
motives.  

Heavenly Wisdom is...



IV.  The Harvest



Earthly wisdom reaps confusion and evil.  Heavenly wisdom
reaps peace and righteousness.

IV.  The Harvest
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